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THE LOOK ER-ON., 
NUMBER Xx, 


** My God fupport mein that gloomy hour, 

** When nature droops, and death’s impending fhade 
** With fatal darknefs hoverso’er my head ; 

** When honour, pleafure, wealth, and mortal friends 
*¢ Shall prove but einmpty names, unmeaning founds, 
** 4nd lying fuccours on my fainting foul ; 

** While hell with all its complicated rage 

** Shall raife its laft effort to break my peace.” 


Mrs. Rowe. 


Was greatly furprized early a few mornings ago, by the ap- 
pearance of my nephew Charles Sprightly (whom I have 
already introduced to my readers in a former paper) ; he feemed 
agitated, and a certain dulnefs thrown over his countenance, 
together with his whole appearance, plainly indicated his not 
having been in bed for the night. Interpreting my furprize at 
receiving fo early a vifit from him, as he was feated he thus 
began : ** Your goodnefs, Sir, will, I doubt not, pardon my 
prefamption in diftarbing you at this time, when [ inform you 
I have been up the whole night with my poor friend Frank Rattle, 
You as well as I, my dear Sir; (continued he) have often been 
a witnefs to his many excellencies and accomplifhments, and 
Vor. XV. 374. 2H have 
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have as often lamented, that they fhould be fo much perverted, 
and that fo fenfible and agreeable a young man, as Frank was, 
fhould be fo entirely devoted to the fathionable and deftructive 
vices of the age. Little, if at all, had he confidered of his latter 
end, and the approach of death was to him gloomy and hideous ; 
the dreadful meflenger had aflumed bis moft tremendous afpect, 
and nought but darknefs and diftra&tion prefented themfelves to 
the diftempered ideas of my poor friend. —Relu€antly the foul 
parted from the body, groaning for mercy to the God of heas 
ven. 

My nephew’s departure foon after afforded me an opportunity 
of throwing together fome thoughts on the different views which 
the good man-has of that ftate which he is to enter into after 
death, and with which I fkall fill up the remainder ef this 

aper. 

‘ ; It is a fate of plory : the Apoffle calls it an exceeding 
weight of glory ; it is fo great that all the honours and glories 
of this world, are but mere pageantry in comparifon with it ; 
Kings and Princes have their crowns and robes, fo alfo have 
the Saints above their infgnia regalia, their enfigns of royalty, 
bot far more fplendid and glorious than the proudeft monarch 
on earth. We are infornied that when Cefar had obtained 
many great victories, in token of honour there was a chair of 
ivory fet for him in the Senate, and a throne ia the theatre : 
So alfo when the Saint hath obtained his victory over fin and 
Satan, he fhall have his throne, not an earthly and perithing one 
as Ceiar’s was, but cne that is celeftial and eternal. As foon 
as the foul is departed, it is arrayed in the moil perfect holi- 
nefs and likenefs to God ; the greateft béauty and glory it 
is capable of. And when the body is raifed, it thall alfo be 
arrayed with fuitable glory ; for asthe Apoftle tells us, our vile 
bodies fhall be changed, and made like to the glorious body of 
Chrift: And of this glory there was a faint reprefentation 
when he was transfigured ; his face did fhine as the fun, and 
his raiment was white as the light.——How fuabjeé& to all manner 
of pains and difeafes, wants, and ill accidents, are thele our 
mortal bocies ! How great a clog and hindrance to the foul in 
f{piritoal and religious exercifes ! But after death this corruptible 
fhall put on incorruption, this mortal immortality ; and thofe 
bodies which are baried:in difhonour, fhall be raifed in glory, 
and mace a fit receptacle for to noble an inhabitanr. 

2. Iisa flare of pleafure: ** In thy prefence (fays the royal 
Pfalmift) is tulnefs of joy, and at thy right hand are pleafures 
forevermore.”” Here our greateft pleafures have a mixture of 
forrow ; in the brighteft-day there are many dark aod difmal 
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clouds; ia the fweeteft cop there is a mixture of the gall of 
bitternefs ; but above there is fulnefs of joy ; pleafure without 
pain ; happinefs without any mixture of mifery ; and a fall 
fruition without any lofs or difappointment. O the delights of 
God’s glorious prefence, the raptures of the beatific vifion ! 
If God’s ordinances be now fo amiable, and his gates fo plea- 
fant to his Saints; if it be fo delightful to view him though but 
in a glafs, and that darkly, what will it be to fee him face to 
face? If the ftreams of his poodnefs be fo defirable which we 
have conveyed unto us through many channels, how ravifhing 
will it be to fit at the fountain head ? What will it be to have 
the immediate enjoyment of God, and that without any inter- 
ruption or difturbance, in the molt calm and ferene regions of 
perfect blifs? If the company of good people be fo defirable 
on earth, notwithftanding their failings and infirmities (which 
cannot but be difcerned in the beft), what pleafure thall we fiad 
in the fociety of perfect Saints, where there is nothing but har- 
mony and love; where we fhall be all with one heart, in one 
place, and employed about one work? O how {weet, how melo- 
dious will the fongs of triumph, the acclamations of divine 
praife be. 

Laftly, ’tis a fate of immortality : Here we are fubjec&t to 
diltempers and death, but there we fhall never die. Rev. 21, 4. 
** And God thall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there 
fhall be no more death.” In this world death deprives us of 
many comforts, it feparates the nearetft relatives, breaks afander 
the ttrongelt ties, and diffolves the anion betwixt'the foul and 
body. But there friends and relatives fhall meet, to part no 
more; foul and body thall unite never ggaia to feparate, and 
our happinefs will be as immortal asour beings ; therefore it is 
that Scripture terms it an eternal weight of glory, an houfe 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, 





NATIONAL AFFATRS, 
For FEBRUARY, 1790. 
[From the EncLisu Review.] 


THE REVOLUTION IN FRANCE, 


AR from being the work of blood, does honour to the hu- 
manity of the French nation, and the clofe of the eigh- 
teeath century. Of thishumanity,of humanity tinctured with 


the mott delicate fenfibility, we have, in thecourfe of this month, 
2H2 had 
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had a very ftriking and avery pleafing inftance, in that gentle 
diffolution, that euthanafia by which the National Affembly have 
puta period in France to the exiftence of monattic orders in 
religion. ‘The change introduced into human affairs, in the 
lapfe of a fhort time, is painted in ftrong colours, when we com- 
pare the tendernefs fhewn tothe monks and nuns by the French 
legiflature of thefe times, with the violence of Knox and other 
reformers in the fixteenth century, It is natural for the interefts 
of humanity to with well to the progrefs, and to pray for the final 
eftablifhment of a civil conftitution conceived in fentiments the 
mot mild and rational.—It is matter of fatisfa€tion and joy to 
the friends of freedom and human nature, that the French King 
has appeared perfonally in the National Affembly, ratified their 
aéts, and, together with the Queen, cordially and emphatically 
declared his refolution to fupport, and teach his fons, the fons of 
France, to fupport and cherifh the new conftitation.—The exe 
ample of France, as bas been often obferved, {preads a genial 
influence on the neighbouring nations. In the 


AUSTRIAN, OR RATHER THE CATHOLIC NE. 
THERLANDS, 


It has divided, and more than divided, the Belgic nation with the 
blind obflinacy of antient prejudice, The progreffive Iight of 
keowledge, the near vicinity of fo kindred and mighty a nation 
as France, flourifhing in all the vigour of matured experience 
combined with maniy youth, will expofe the vile arts of prieit- 
craft and tyranny toevery mind. In vain fhall a Van Eupeo 
draw the cloak of réligion between theeye of the fpectator and 
the light of truth: In vain oppofe Machiavelian tricks to the 
plain ditates of reafon and jutlice. The rays of truth, diffufed 
tar and wice by the prefs, will open to view the lurking-places 
of tyranny, and foil the tempter in all his wiles. The fovereiga 
power, on the difmiffion cf the Emperor and the declared inde» 
pendzeace of the belgic provinces, was exerciled with great pros 
priety by the States.General. Even, as io former interreguims, 
the fame had been exercifed by the ftates in former times. ‘he 
authority which, pro ve ata, they have aflumedcan only be tem- 
porary and provitional: And for their aillumption of this authority, 
as weil as their ufe of it, they are refponfible to the Belgic na- 
_ tion. It is moft abfurd in the partifans of ariftocratical deipotuim 
to maintain the authority of the States General, even to perpe~ 
tuity, onthe ground of averfion to innovation, and a regard to 
the prefervation of the anciert conltuution. The ancient cone 
Kitution of the Aufrian Netherlands is no more, It fell by the 
litexe 
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‘ 
firoke that cat off its head. Inthat head, Jofeph II. of Aufri2, 
reprefentative of the Dukes of Burgundy, the functions of the 
other branches of the legiflature centered. They were not orie 
ginal and abfolute, but relative and conditional, They had a 
reference to the fovereign on the one hand, and to the people on 


. the other, whofe privileges it was their daty and bufinefs to pro- 


tect againft the encroachments of the fovereign. They were a 
barrier, an intermediate power, between the fovereign and his 
fubjeéts.—The fovereign power being annihilated, or, what is 
worfe, the fovereign power being fuperadded tothat of the 
StateseGeneral, where is there to be found any barrier or inter- 
mediate power between the people and this new, alarming, and 
monftrous ariftocracy ? 

But that the conftitution of the States General, even without 
the uferpation of the fovereign power, is highly ariftocratical, is 
a fa& which is not perhaps generally known to our readers, and 
which may therefore require fome illuftration. 

The ftates of Brabant, the freeft of all the provinces, and the 
model to which the reft wifh on all occafions to conform, is come 
pofed of three orders, the clergy, the nobility, and the third 
eltate, It might theretore be naturally imagined that thefe three 
orders would involve, in one fhape or other, a pretty fair repre 
fentation of the Belgic nation. Bur this is by no means the cafe, 
There is no reprefentation whatever of the great body ofthe 
common people, nor of the clergy, nor evenof the nobleffe and 
gentry. The right of fitting and voting in the affembly of the 
flates is confined to the abbots of male convents, to about twenty 
feven out of a numerous nobility, and to a few deputies from 
the different trades or corporations of the chief cities. Antiently 
the {maller cities or towns, and even the villages, were poilefled 
of franchifes which entitled them to feats in the third eftate cf 
the national aflembly. But, from the natural procefs of delegae 
tion and fub-delegation in all popular power, the reprefentatives 
of the people of Brabant were limited, at la{t, to deputies from 
Louvain, Bruffels, and Antwerp. ‘Thus the conititution of the 
States-General of the Netherlands is the moft ariftocratical that 
can be weil imagined, This aflembly of men, in the conftiru- 
tion of which the public voice has fcarcely any fhare atall, can 
never be regarded as the reprefentation, or genius, if we may 
fay io, of the nation,x—But, if they had indeed a title to be ree 
garded in this light, ftill they would not have any title to afluma 
the reins of government, and toconvert a /ubordinate, or if 
they will, for the fake of argument, a co-ordinate, into an abe 
folute power; the parliament of the catholic provinces would, 
at bef, be in the predicament of the parliament of Great-Bit- 
tain 
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tain during the interregnum occafioned by the late indifpofition 
of the King. Though this aflembly was infinitely more poe 
polar than the States-General, and had fairer pretenfions to be 
confidered as the voice of the people, they never conceived the 
idea of governing the nation, even fora time, by their own 
authority, but proceeded without delay to the declaration of a 
regent. Experience had tanghet the Britifh nation to confider 
a perpetual parliament, exercifing a dire& power over the peo 
pie without: any control, asan objea of terror.—-The partial, 
fammary, and iniquitous proceedings of the Englith parliament 
in the time of Charles I. which fetve as a reafon to the Britifh, 
ought alfo to forewarn the Belgic nation of the calamities to 
be apprehended of defpotic power, whether it be lodged in the 
hands of one man, or of many.—The States-General are in 
the fituation ‘of a chamberlain or fteward who, on the death 
of his Lord, continues, without any exprefs commiffion, to 
manage affairs for the benefit of his lawful heir, to whom 
he gives an account of his condu&: Or of a character known 
tothe Romans and the Roman Jaw, under the name of megoe 
tiorum Seftor. 

The States-General are therefore refponfible to the people for 
all that they have done and adviled fince the depofition of the 
Emperor, The fooner that they call a national aflembly, the 
more cffeCtually will they fecure their own fafety, and the tran» 
quillity and fecurity of the common-wealth. If the Belgic pro- 
vinces are not yet ripe for a civil conftitution, framed on the 
mode] of that which is in the at of being reared in France, at 
Jeaft let a fucceflor be appointed to Jofeph II. at leaft let the 
covftitution, (uch asit was before the difmiffion of that ambi- 
tious man, be reftored ;. and let improvements be made aftere 
warCs, as opportunities may invite, andas the {pirit of the times 
may bear or require. Till the old conflitution be reftored, o» 
anew one eftablifhed on the bafis of liberty and juitice, it 
would be the greateft madnefs ir the triple alliance, or in any 
other power, to enter into a treaty with the catholic provinces. 
The prietis, and the cifciples of the prielts, who nee that 
they can, in the prefent conjuncture, raife a lafting fabric on 
feudal and even defpotic ground, are like the hypocrites in the 
{criptures, who could difcern the ** face of the tky, but not the 
figns of the times,” they do not diltinguifh the accidental huzza 

_ 9! a mob, from the fteady efficacy of opinion, which, cefcending 
from the high tothe low, and re-aciing from the Jow on the 
high, as with fecret magic governsthe world. If ever honefty 
was the beit policy, it is im the prefent times of light, and q 
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fpirit of liberty. The hollow foundations of pricferaft and 
tyranny cannot long bear the trying hand of treth. 

The modetn Perfians, in order to give ftability to the mong 
ments they erect to their friends, or other edifices which they 
with to remain to the lateft pofterity, are careful to build them 
with lawfal money, that is, money not acquired by opprefiion 
and tyranny: For they fay, that fuch buildings as have beca 
erected by tyrants foon moulder and fade away ; whilft, o1 the 
contrary, the worksof good and juft Princes endure, unhurt, for 
ages. What the Perfians fuperftitioufly affirmot material, may 
with jaftice be applied to political edifices. 

There is not any one inference that is fo frequently faggefted 
by the ftudy of hiftory and politics, as the inability of Princes 
to control futarity, and the conftant change of human affairs. 
An alliance has been formed between 


POLAND AND PRUSSIA, 


Though it is not yet twenty years fince Frederic Il. of Pruflia 
concerted the difmemberment and partition of that kingdom 
with Auftria and Raffia. The Auftrians.and Rufians, who had 
fo long been confidered as the natural allies and friends, are now 
greatly eftranged, and indeed we may fafely {ay hoftilely difpofed 
towards England: While the King of Sweden, the ally and al- 
moft the dependent of France, has thrown himfelf into the 
arms of Great Britain and the triple alliance. The late re- 
volution has fequeftered France, for a time, from the fyitemof 
continental politics: but before that event, the court of Ver- 
failles hati entered intoa fecret treaty, and was fecretly aidioz 
Aoftria, the enemy of France for three centuries, toextend her 
dominion and power, by conquefts on the fide of Turkey. The 
famous family compact among the branches of the family of 
Bourbon has probably received its death’s wound. New fenti- 
ments, new cares, and new orders, have taken place in France, 
and await Spain, Naples, and Parma, 

Among the belligerent powers in Europe, the moft brilliant 
part, without doubt, has been a¢ted by the King of Sweder, 
who had the courage to attack the Emprefs of Ruffia, fortified 
by the alliance of Auftria and Desmark, and in the career of 
victory over the Turks. The King has been goveracd, it 
would feem, by a maxim of his illuftricus relation, the late 
King of Profia, who fays, that in great affairs no man, how- 
ever difcouraging the ‘circumftance in which he is placed, needs 
to "be afraid to ftrike a blow, provided that he does it wit’ 
courage, and goes on with prudence and pericverance ; frieuds 
and 
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and conjanétures will arife, which, rightly improved, will carry 
him through all difficulties. The Swedes, though they have 
not made any conquefts, have yet galled the Roffiansnot a 
little, and fully faftained the martial renown of the Swedih 
natian both by fea ard Jand, The ativity and perfonal courage 
of the King in raifing an army of Delecarlians, when he was 
deferted by fo many of the regular regiments ; and in haften- 
ing, by amoft rapid journey, almoft alone, to forbid the fur. 
render, and to defend Gottenburg againft the invading Danes, 
prefaged other ioftances of heroifm, when the Danith troops 
returned within their own confines, and a truce was brought 
about between the Danes and Swedes, by the interceffion 
of Proffia and England. ‘The valour of the King’s bro- 
ther, the Duke of Sudermania, fhone forth with equal luftre 
at fea. 

Yet, on a review of the conduét of Sweden, in her Jate attack 
on Roffia, we cannot help doubting whether there was not more 
of fpirit than of military pradence; We mean, not in her 
making war at all, but in her mode of making it. Had the King 
of Sweden, instead of encountering the Roffians at fea, and lead 
ing an army into the Roffian territories by a long land-march, 
delayed the commencement of hoftilities until the Roffian ficet 
fhould have failed out of the Baltic, and then moved his troops 
over in tranfports, under the protetion of his fhips of war, 
into Livonia, Lithuania, and Ccurland, his campaign, one 
would imagine would in all likelihood have been more pro- 
dudtive, 

Buthere again we are to confider, thatthe King of Sweden 
had entered intoengagements, and was fubfidized by the Orto- 
man court, to whom he performed excellent fervice, by crippling 
and detaining the Roffian fleet in the Baltic. It muft be owned, 
that it is impoflible for a fpeCtator to judge with any degree of 
accuracy concerning the ccadu& of Princes, without being ac- 
qvainted with their fecret councils, We readily acknowledge 
this: And we hope by this acknowledgment, and the candour 
with which we give the gro and the con of every thing, according 
to appearances, and to mark the varying fhades that overcaft the 
political horizon, will obviate thofe {neers and cavils that many 
who hear of the fuccefs will be ready to throw out againft this 
menthly {peculation.—To return to our fubje&.—Sweden is to 
be confidered as the ally of 


"2 s&s Bam 
And Tarkey, not yet difpirited or exhaufted, as combined with 
Sweden, Poland, Pruffia, Holland, and England, in hoftile de« 
figns 
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figns againft the ambitious powers of the Ruffians and Auftrians. 
The movements and military preparations in Poland and Proffia 
on the one part, and Gallicia on the other, indicate the approach 
of. a general war in Europe. 

Such are prefent appearances ; but a few, a very few alter- 
ations in the political drama, even a fingle incident, may tctally 
change the denouement and iffue of the whole. The fate of Eue 
rope hangs, perhaps, on the life of one man. His death might 
turn war into peace. Anew order of affairs might probably 
furnith new matter for uncertain conjecture and anticipation. 
Of the illnefs of the 


BMPEROR 


wehave had, for years, repeated accounts ; and the lateft of 
thefe prefagea fpeedy diffolution. His indifpofition, water i 
the thorax, is certainly of fach a nature as defies the power of 
medicine ; and though, by means of palliatives, he may be en- 
abled to prolong a miferable exiftence for a fhort period, that 
period cannot be extended very long. It therefore becomes a 
very nataral queftion, what effeéts would the death of the Em- 
peror, in all probability, produce on the face of Europe. And 
here a new charatter is introduced on the theatre, whofe mild 
and gracious afpect announces peace on earth, and good-will toe 
wards men, 


THE GRAND DUKE OF TUSCANY 


is diftinguifhed by all that good-nature which belongs to the 
Aufrian race, Though his talents are notabove mediocrity, 
yet fincerely defirous of doing good, he emplceys them to the 
beft purpofes, His code of laws, abolifhing capital punifhments ; 
prohibiting that remain of barbarity, imprifonment for debt ; 
and breathing, on the whole, a fpirit of philanthropy, thew that 
this Prince is more ambitious of emulating the virtues of an* 
Aurelius than the abilities of a Julius Cefar, The tyrannical 
meafures of his brother, the Emperor, reipecting the invabitants 
of the Low Countries, he difapproved, He makes no fcruple 
to condemn the turbulent ambition of Jofeph in plain terms. 
There is not adoubt but the councils of this Prince, on his 
acceflion to the Auftrian, and perhaps to the Imperial throne, 
will be wholly pacific, The alliance between the courts of 
Peterfburgh and Vienna would be diffolved ; war would be ac 
an end with the Turks; an open rupture with the triple 
alliance would be obviated ; and, what is of the greatett 
Vou. XV. 374. 21 political 
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political importance, a voluntary retarn, perhaps, of the Belgic 
Provinces, on certain conditions forthe fecurity of their privi- 
leges, under the amiable reprefentative of the Hoafe of Burgandy, 
We confider this event to be of the greatelt political ime 
portance, becaofe the growth of a new power, that matt divide 
and agitate the nations, would be thus prevented. It is not, 
in this obfervation, implied that the prevention of foch a power 
is a thing to be defired, being clearly of opinion that the more 
the human race is divided into different nations, the more is 
the energy of the human mind excited and difplayed in various 
talents and virtees ; we {peak not of what is right in morals, 
but probabie in politics. 

Even if the Emperor‘fhould unexpectedly fecover fome toler= 
rable fhare of health, and be able to refume the reins of govern- 
ment, which it is faid he has committed toa council, it is not 
improbable that an attempt would be made to appeafe the 
Belgic nation, by transferrimg the fovereignty of the Nether- 
Jands from the Emperor to fome other member of the Houfe of 
Avftria. This would be a kind of falvo for the honour of the 
Emperor, and preferve his influence at the fame time in the Low- 
Countries. It was thus that Philip II. of Spain, when he foand 
himfelf anable to fubdue the revolters, transferred the govern- 
ment of the Netherlands tothe Archdukes Ferdinand and Ifa- 
bella. One prattical inference may be drawn from thefe obfer- 
vations by the States-General of the Belgic Provinces, ‘They 
fhould be very cautious how they give offence to the volunteers 
and patriots, and all the reafonable and enlightened part of the 
Belgic nation, by any thing that looks like a defign to retain the 
fupreme powerin their own hands, Without confulting the pres 
fent inclinations, and futere fecurity of the people. A plain 
road lies before ;hem, if they are cto make an option between a 
limited monarchy and an ari!locratical tytanny. It is now cer- 
tain that there will foon be an eleétion of a 


KING OF THE ROMANS. 


Bot as there are eight e!e€tors, and no provifion is made for the 
cafe of an equal divilion of votes by the law of the empire, 
what is to be done if this pofible cafe fhould afually happen ? 
When the choice of an Emperor was limited by an Imperial 
edit to a tew Eleélors, the number fixed on was ieven. «This 
obviated the difficulties of the cale we have fuppcfed; and there 
were political reafons there fhould be feven Ele€tors rather than 
feventeen, or any other number. but the rezfon alleged by the 
ivilian Bartholus, who drew up the preamble to the editt, is 
very 
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very curious, being entirely cabbalifticale He fays there fhould 
be feven Electors correfponding to the feven candlefticks in the 
Revelations, the feven churches, and the feven theological vir- 
tues. There were lately nine. Electors. The death of the 
Duke of Bavaria has reduced them to eight. 


THE KING OF GREAT-BRITAIN, 


in order to qualifiy himfelf for voting in the ele@ion of a King 
of the Romans, will, in the courfe of the enfuing fummer, ap- 
pear at the Imperial Diet in Germany. This point is fixed, 
and preparations are making for his journey. Various circum- 
ftances conne& this country with Germany more clofely than it 
has been for 30 years paft. 


SESSIONS OF PARLIAMENT. 


There has not been any extraordinary bufinefs carried on hi- 
therto in the prefent feflion of the Britifh Parliament. The 
ufual fubfidies have been voted for the civil and military eftab- 


- ithment. The circumftances of the time might, in the opinion 


of fome, juftify a reduction in both the army and navy. Bat 
what almoft all are agreed in is, that the Duke of Richmond’s 
additions to the fortifications of Gibraltar, and his {cattered fore 
tifications on the coals, iallead of our ceatrical fortrefs in the 
middie of Jamaica, and one or two more of our illands, is not 
only a needlefs, but a molt mifchievous waite of the public moe. 
ney ; becaufe fuch extended, in place of compact fortifications, 
require more troops to man them, and prefent a broader face 
and more points of attack to the enemy. Adminiftration are 
aware of all this, but flill think it neceffary to humour the 
@de-mania of tbe Dake of Richmond, Yet half che public 
money that is fpent upon thefe injudicious proje&ts would attach 
to the perfon and views of the Minilter three times the fupport 
that his Grace gives to his meatures. 

It is not probable that Mr. Pitt was fincere in the countes 
nance he gave to Mr, Wilbertorce’s bill, any more than he was 
in his own bill for a reform ot parliamentary reprefentation. 
Bat the hopes held out to the negroes have had fuch effects in the 
Weit Indies, that the planters are feriouily alarmed, and dread 
infurrections and murder. 


‘oo a oe y A os 

We !ook forward now to the debates in Parliament concerne 
ing the Teft Act ; which will’ hold a fimilar place among great 
aes and 
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and interefting debates that the fkirmithes of kites and crows 
hold among campaigns and battles. What isit the Diffenters 
complain of ? If they be fincere religionifts, if their minds be 
really fet on things above ; if they are indifferent to all earthly 
concerns, and look, acccording to the profeflion of their faith, 
with eager expectation, to a city that is to come ; who iater- 
rupts them in their heavenly career ? Have they not the full en- 
joyment of religious liberty ? Bat if they are more intercfted ia 
the affairs of earth than in thofe of heaven; if they are luke. 
warm believers, or, as is faid, freethinkers, Why do they ttartle 
at ceremonies which are at leaft innocent ? Does any man pre= 
tend to have more fenfe than Julius Cafar ? Yet Cafar, who 
wasa freethinker, did not hefitate to accept the office of Pontifex 
Max:‘mus. The Diffenters are active, able, ambitious, clofely 
united, and perievering in their purfuits, ‘Their great delight, 
fince they are not allowed to build up, is to pull a noble edifice 
to pieces. Let them be once velted with the executive, and 
they will carry their inroads into the legiflative government, 


THE TRIAL OF Mr. HASTINGS, 


which was at firft an obje&t of curiofity, then of ridicule, and 
afterwards of ennui and difguft, begins now to excite fentiments 
of indignation. The character of Mr, Haftings has ftood the 
teft of a fevere inquifition. ‘This is univerfally acknowledged ; 
while every moath is full of the refedtments and the political 
views that hath orged adifappointed and de(perate party againtt 
him. 





4n Account of the Life and Charaéter of that fingular 
Genius, the late ‘Fobn Elwes, E/q. 


[Continued from Page 223.] 


HE contemplation of fuch a charaéter as that of Sir 
Harvey Elwes affords a very mortifying and melancholy 
picture of human infirmity. The contrait of fo much wealth, 
and fo much abafe of it, is degrading to the human underitand- 
ing. But, im return, it yet has itsufes, For let thofe who 
fancy there is a charm in riches, able to fix happinefs, here view 
all their inability, and all their failure ; and acknowledze, that 
the mind alone ‘* makes or mars’ our felicity. For who 
almott would credit, that while che comforts, if not the luxarics 
of 























THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 253 


of life, are fappofed to confer happinefs, and be the foundation 
of our pleafures—who could credit that Sir Harvey Elwes, pof- 
fefled of 250,0001. fhould live for above 60 years in folitade, to 
avoid the expence of company! Should deny himfelf almoft fire 
and candle! Shou!d wear the calt off clothes of his predeceffor, 
and live in a houfe where the wind was entering at every broken 
cafement, and the rain defcending through the roof—voluntarily 
impofing on himfelf a condition little better than the pauper of 
an alms-houfe ! 

To this uncle, and this property, Mr. Elwes fucceeded, when 
he had attained the 4oth year of his age. And for 15 years 
previous to this period, it was, that he was known in the moft 
fafhionable circles of London. He had always a turn for play, 
and it was only late in life, and from paying always, and 
not always being paid, that he conceived difgaft at the in- 
clination, 

The acquaintances which he had formed at Weftmintfter 
School, and at Geneva, together with his own large fortune, all 
confpired to introduce him into whatever fociety he beft liked. 
He was admitted a member of the club at Arthur’s, and various 
other clubs of that period. And, as fome proof of his notoriety 
at that time, as a man of deep play—Mr. Elwes, the late Lord 
Robert Bertie, and fome others, are noticed in a fcene in 
the Adventures of a Guinea, for the frequency of their mid- 
night orgies. Few men, even from his own acknowledgment, 
had played deeper than himfelf, and with fucce{s more various, 
I remember hearing him fay, he had played two days anda 
night without intermiffion ; and the room being a fmall one, 
the party were nearly up to their knees in cards. He loft fome 
thoufands at that fetting. The late Duke of Northamberland 
was of the party, who never would quit a table where any hope 
of winning remained. 

Had Mr. Elwes received all he won, he would have been the 
richer by fome thoufands for the mode in which he paffed this 
part of his life: But the vowels of I, O, U, were then in 
ufe, and the fums that were then owed him, even by very noble 
names, were not liquidated, On this account he was a very 
great lofer by play ; and though he never could, or perhaps 
would, afcertain the fum, I know from circumitances fince, 
that it was very confiderable. The theory which he profeffed, 
** that it was impoflible to afk gentlemen for money,” he per- 
fectly confirmed by the practice ; and he never violated this to 
the lateft hour of his life. 

On this fubjedt, which regards the manners of Mr. Elwes— 
f gladly {eize an opportunity to {peak of them with the praile 
that 
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that is their due. They were fuch—fo gentle, fo attentive, fo 
gentlemanlike, and fo engaging, that radeae{s could not ruffle 
them, nor ftrong iogratitude break their obfervance. He re- 
tained this particular feature of the o/d court tothe lat. But 
he had a praife far beyond this ; he had a moft gallant difre- 
gard of bis own perfon, and care about himfelf, I ever witnefled 
in.mao. The inftances in younger life, in the moft imminent 
perfonal hazard, are innumerable, But when age had defpoiled 
him of his aétivity, and might have rendered care and attention 
about him natural, he knew not what they were. He withed 
no one to affift him.—‘* He was as young as ever.—He could 
walk, he could ride, and he could dance—and, he hoped, he 
fhould not give wouble, even when he was old.” Ele was at 
that time 75. 

As an h2ieation of this, an anecdote, however trivial, may 
be pardoned.—He was, at this time 73, and he would walk out 
a thooting with me, to fee whether a pointer, I at that time 
valued much, was as good a dog as fome he bad in the time of 
Sir Harvey. After walking for fome hours, mech unfatigued, 
he desermined again the dog, bat with all due ceremony. 

A gentleman who was out with us, and who was a very indif. 
ferent thot, by fring at random, lodged two pellets in the cheek 
of Mr. Elwes, who ftood by meat thetime, The blood ap- 
peared, and the fhot certainly gave him pain; but when the 
gentleman came op to make his apology and protefs his forrow, 
*«My dear Sir,” faid the old man, ‘* I give you joy on your 
improvement.—I knew you would hit fomerhing by and by.” 

in this part of hjs character, nothing could be more pleafant 
than was Mr. Elwes ; it was the pecuniary part, which ruined, 
as the dramatift would fay—"‘ the ftage effet of the whole 
thing.”'— Recurring, however, from this momentary digreflion, 
to the fubjeét which we left (the {cenes of play in which Mr. Elwes 
bad been formerly engaged), it is curious to remark, how he 
then contrived to mingle {mall attempts at faving, with objects 
of the moft unbounded diffipation. After fitting a whole night 
at play for thoufands, with the moft fafhionable men of the 
time, amidit fplendid rooms, gilt fophas, wax lights, and 
waiters attendant on his call, he would walk out about four in 
ihe morning, not towards home, but into Smithfield, to meet 
his own cattle, which were coming tomarket from Thaydon 
Hall, a farmof his in Efex. ‘There would this fame man, for« 
getiui of the fcenes he had juft left, fland, in the cold or rain, 
bartering with acarcafe butcher for 1s. Sometimes when the 
cattle did not arrive at the hour he expected, he would walk on, 
io the mire, to meet them ; and more than oace, has gone on 
toor 
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foot the whole way to his farm, without flopping, which was 
17 miles from London, after fitting up the whole night. 

Had every man been of the mind of Mr. Elwes, the race of 
innkeepers muft have perifhed, and poft-chaifes have been re- 
turned back to thofe who made them ; for it was the bafinefs of 
his life to avoid both. He always travelled on’ horfeback. To 
fee him fetting out on a journey was trely curious ; his firft care 
was to put two or three eggs, boiled hard, into his great coat 
pocket, or any fcraps of bread which he foand—baggage he 
never took——Then mounting one of his hunters, his next ate 
tention was to get out of London, into that road where tarne 
pikes were the feweft. Then ftopping under any hedge, where 
grafs prefented itfelf for his horfe, and a little water for himfelf, 
he would fit down and _ refreth himfelf and his horfe together. 
Here prefenting a new fpecies of Bramin, worth 500,000!. 

The chief refidence of Mr. Elwes, at this period of his life, 
was in Berkfhire, at his own feat at Marcham. Ffere it was he 
had two fons born, who inherit the greateft part of his proe 

ty, by a will made about the year 1785. He failed not, 
owever, at this time, to pay very frequent vifits to Sir Harvey, 
his unele, and ufed to attend him in his daily amufement of 
partridge-fetting. Mr.1 Elwes was then fuppofed to have fome 
of the beft fetting dogs in the kingdom—they were of a black 
tan, and more refembled an hound than a fetter. As a proof 
of their ftrength and fpeed, Mr. Elwes once told me, that one 
of them, in following him to London, hunted all the fields ad 
joining the road—a diftance of 65 miles. 

On the death of his uncle, Mr. Elwes then came to refide at 
Stoke, in Suffolk, Bad as was the manfion-houfe he found 
here, he left one ftill worfe behind him, at Marcham ; of which 
the late Colonel Simms, his nephew, ufed to mention the fol- 
lowing proof: A few days after he went thither, a great quantity 
of rain fell in the night—he had not been long in bed before 
he felt himfelf wet through ; and putting his hand out of the 
clothes, found the rain was dropping through the ceiling upoa 
the bed ; he got up and moved the bed ; but he had not Jain 
long before he found the fame inconvenience.—Again he got 
up, and again the rain came down. At length, after pushing 
the bed quite round the room, he got into a coraer where the 
ceiling was better fecured, and he flept till morning. When 
he met his uncle at breakfaft, he told him what had happened.-— 
** Aye! Aye!” faid the old man, ‘* 1 don’t mind it myfelf ; 
but to thofe who do, that’s a nice corner in the rain !”” 

Oa coming into Suffolk, it was that Mr. Eiwes firft began to 
keep fox hounds; and his ftable of hunters, at that time, was 
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faid to be the beft in the kingdom. Of the breed of his horfes: 


he was fure, becaufe he bred them himfelf; and what never 
happens at prefent, they were uot broke in till they were fix 
years old. 

The keeping fox hounds was the only ioftance, in the whole 
life of Mr. Elwes, of his ever facrificing money to pleafure, 
and may be fele&ted, as the only period when he forgot the 
cares, the perplexities, and the regret, which his wealth oc- 
cafioned. But, even here, every thing was done in the mott 
frogal manner. Scrub, in the Beaux Stratagem, when com- 
pared with Mr. Elwes’s haotf{man, had an idle life of it. 

This famous huntfman might have fixed an epoch in the 
hiftory of fervants; for, in a morning, getting up at four 
o’clock, he milked the cows—he then prepared break fait for 
Mr. Elwes, or any friends he might have with him then, 
flipping on a green coat, he hurried into the ftable, faddled the 
horfes, got the hounds out of the kennel, and away they went 
into the field.—After the fatigues of huntiog, he refre/oed hime 
felf, by rubbing-down two or three horfes, as quickly as he 
could ; then running into the houfe to lay the cloth, and waitat 
dinner ; then hurrying again into the ftable to feed the horfes— 
diverfified with an interlude of the cows again to milk, the dogs 
to feed, and eight hunters to litter down forthe night. What 
May appear extraordinary, the man lived with him for fome 
years; though his mafer ufed often tocall him, ‘‘ an idle dog !” 
and fay—‘* he wanted to be paid for doing nothing !” 


(To be continued.) 








The affecting Hiflory of Caroline Montgomery, 


(From “ Ethelinde; or, the Reclufe of the Lake,” a uew and beau- 
tiful Novel, by Mrs. Charlotte Smith.] 


(Continued from Page 227.) 


*¢ WN a fmall village on the banks of the Wefer, near the 

] camp of Marefchal de Contades, my dear Charles was 
born, towards the beginning of the campaign of 1759. But 
he bad not above fix wecks blefled my eyes, and thoie of his 
doating father, before that dear father went out to the fatal 
field‘ of Minden, I cannot defcribe what I tele during the 
agiion. My faculties were fafpended by the moft dreadfu! ap~ 
prehenfions that could agonize the human heart ; this frightful 
fulpenfe 
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fafpenfe was terminated only by the certainty of all I dreaded. 
The Englith were victors ; and the fervant who had long ate 
tended on Montgomery had only time to tell me that he fell at 
the head of his company, his arm broke by a mutket fhot, and 
receiving athruft from a bayonet in the breaft. The man 
added, that with a party of foldiers who adored their captain, 
he had attempted to bring his mafter off the field 5 bat that they 
were cut down by a body of Heffian horfe, who, driving every 
thing before them, had compelled him to abandon the entere 
prize. 1 believe that my fenfes for fome hoars forfook me, 
during the horrors of a night too terrible to be defcribed ; the 
Englith took poffeffion of the village where I was ; but, fore 
tunately for me, a young ofiicer of that nation was the firft who, 
in endeavouring to prevent the excefles of the troops, entered 
the houfe where I remained with my infant in my arms. 

“© Roufed by my fears for my child, I feemed fuddenly to 
acquire courage. I demanded proteftion of the young officers 
which, with the generous ardour of the truly brave, he inftantly 
granted me ; and being himfelf compelled to quit me, he gave 
me a corporal’s guard, recommended me to the men as an 
Englith woman; and, having fecured my fafety, promifed to 
return to me when the confuficn of the hour a little fubfided. 
The ftupor of my grief being thus thaken off for a moment, I 
recollected, that if I {affered myfelf to fink, my boy, deprived 
of the nourifhment which fultained him, would perith miferably. 
I took therefore the faitenance my fervants offered me ; but I 
neither {poke nor fhed tears ; nor heeded any thing that was 
faid to,me; my mind dwelling on the plan I had formed to 
avail myfelf of the generofity of the Englihh officer, and to 
engage him to affift me in finding Montgomery, whether living 
ordead. It was late before this gallant young man returned to 
me: the moment he entered, he enquired eagerly after my 
health and fafety, Ithanked him as well as I could for the 
prefervation J owed to him ; but added, that to giveit higher 
value, he muft yet add another favour, and enable me to find 
the body of my nufband, who had fallen in the field, 

** He feemed amazed at my defign; and reprefented to me, 
that befides the terrifying circumftances attendant on fuch an 
undertaking, fo unfit for my age and fex to encounter, my ens 
deavours would very probably be fruitle(s,—** Nor fhould you, 
Madam,” added he, ‘* fo implicitly yield to grief: He, whofe 
death you lament as certain, may be a prifoner,”’ 

*¢ This ray of probability would have cheered for a moment 
the blacknefs of my defpair, had not the particulars related by 
Montgomery’s fervant, lett me nothing tohope. I related chele 

Vou. XV, 374. 2K circumitances 

















258 ‘THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
circumftances to the Englith officer, with that gloomy defper- 
mion which precludes the power of thedding tears. He faw the 
ffate of my mind, and generoufly refolved not only to gratify 
me, bot himfelf to protect me with a party of his men. 

«« With my litt!e boy in my arms, for I refufed to leave him 
as obftinately as to relinquifh my proje&, I went forth on this 
dreadful errand ; toa fcene of death and defolation fo terrible, 
that I will not fhock you by an attempt to paint it: Livid bo. 
dies covered with ghaftly wonuds, from whom the wretches who 
follow camps, making war more hideous, were yet firipping 
their bloody garments ; heaps of human beings thus butchered 
by the hands of their fellow creatures, affefted me with fuch 
a fenfation of fick horror, thati was frequently on the point of 
fainting. But Montgomery among them ! left to be the food 
of wolves or dogs—that beloved face, that form on which my 
eyes had fo doated, disfigured and mangled by birds of prey! 
This horrid image rcuewed from time totime my exhanfted 
ftrength, and the pity of my noble conduftor, more and more 
excited in my favoar, fuffered him not to tire in the mooroful 
office of attending me. 

** We hao however traverfed in vain fo much of the bloody 
field that my fearch feemed to be at length defperate; and my 
prote€tor entreated me to confider, that by a longer perfeverance 
{ fhould injure my own health, and perhaps ceftroy my child, 
without a poffibility of being of the leaft ufe to the loft objec 
of my affection. It was now indeed night ; but the moon fhone 
with great leftre : and jult as he had agreed to indulge me with 
ten minutes longer, on condition that I would then defift, the 
rays of the moon fel! cn fumething white a few yards from me, 
which glittered extremely. An impuolfe for which I cannot 
now account, made me fuddenly catch it ups it was part of 
the fleeve of a fhirt, and in it was a button fet with brilliants, 
that had once belonged to Lord Peveniey, and which, as the 
diamonds furrounded a cypher formed of her hair, had been, 
after his Lordfhip’s death, given by my mother to Montgomery. 

«¢ This weil known memoria! convinced me of one fatal 
truth—that Montgomery was amongit the dead 5 but it revived 
the wretched hope of finding his body, which I imagined could 
not be tar off, My conductor allowed that it was probable, 
and accounted for the remnant of his clothes being found, by 
{uppoting that it had been torn, and dropped in a difpute for 
the fpoil, which had happencd among the plundecrers of the 
decealed. 

** Animated by this melancholy certainty, I more narrowly 
examined every ghailly countenance near the {pot ; and at 
length, 
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length, half concealed by the blood that had flowed from his 
arm, which was thrown acrofs his face, I difcovered thofe well 


known features {9 dear to my agonized heart. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 





A SPECIMEN OF ORTHOGRAPHY. 


IFF. Youo Fend inwhot you DO, 
Hear flon the ftok’s Repard for you 





Anfwer, by Fidelio, of Bath, to Scialus’s Queftian, inferted 
November Qs 


per a = 28,b6—148, c—58, s=y+zand p=yz, and 
the given equations will become x+s=a, x*—p=b 
and s*—2p—3x=C ; from the firft equation we have 
s=a—x, which fubftituted in the third equation gives 
a*-++x?—2ax——2p—3x—=c where p is readily found = 
a*++-x?—2ax—3x—c, and from the fecond equation p is 





=x*—b, therefore a*-++-x?—2ax—3x—c=x2—b, or 





x? 2x + 3x=a*+2b—c in numbers x*+59x=7344 
296—58=1022 5 by computing theO, and extracting 
the root, Xx+29-5=—43-5 whence X=43-5—-29-5=143 
confequently y and z= 8 and 6. 


+*+ We have received the like anfwer from Jofeph 
Applin, of Sturminfter Newton. 








dafuer, by a Youth of Totnes, to W. Locke’s Charade, injerted 
» Y ly 
November g. 


HEN fair Aurora bids the gloom be gone, 

Gracing with rofy light the dewy lawn, 

BIRDS then come forth to welcome in the day, 
And on fome lofty feat pour forsh their lay, 
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I {earth the woods, for there the NESTS appear, 
And in the lofty trees their vifage rear. 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from W. Harris, and 
J. Whiteway, of Dartington. 





Anfwer, by George Hix, to Phocion’s Enigma, inferted Nev. 9. 


OME view the dunce, the BLOCKHEAD fee ! 
Defpis’d by all he meets ; 
Perhaps confin’d to drudgery, 
Or faunv’ring thro’ the itreets, 


{|*l] We have received tbe like anfwer from Joventus and Phi- 
lomyfticus, of Lifkeard; D. As Robarts, St. Columb ; William 
Baker, of Somerton ; P. Baftow, of Buckfaftleigh ; a youth, 
T. Daw, and E. I. of Totnes ; J. Whiteway, and W. Harris, 
of Dartington. 





Anfwer, by Fidelio, of Bath, to J. Goole’s Rebus, inferted Nov. 9, 


RY a glafs with good STINGO, and loud let us fing, 
** Succefs to old England, and long live the Kiag.” 


§t§ We have received the like anfwer from a young tinner, 
of Vraden; Juventus, and Philomyflicus, of Litkeard s John 
Wheeler, of St. Auftell; Hic, Hac, Hoc; J. Richards, of 
Plymouth ; J. D. of Lyme; P. Baftow, of Bucktaflleigh ; Wil- 
liam Baker, of Somerton ; A. Drake, of Barnftaple ; and Iphi- 
clus, of Chudleigh. 


ee 





Anfuer, by 1. Watts junior, of Sherborne, to P. Baffow's Chas 
vade, inferted November 16. 


PEACOCK, Str, your charade will defcribe, 
That’s found amongft the gaudy, plumy tribe. 


1§ We have received the lke anfwer from Philomyftices, 
and Juventus, of Likkeard; Hic, Hee, Hoc; Lyfimachus, of - 
Probes; D. A. Robarts, of St. Columb ; a young tioner, of 
Vraden ; W. Baker, of Somerton; T.H. J. FP. W. Harris, 
and J. Whiteway, of Dartington; Amicus, of Crewkerne; 
Tphiclus, of Chudicigh; W. Locke, of Bridport ; and Thomas 
Dawe, of Totnes 
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A QUESTION, by T. Davis, of Plymouth, 


With four different weights I can weigh from one to 
forty pounds. Query cach weight, with an invelti- 


gation thereof. 
N. B. This queftion hath been inferted elfewhere, but 


as no method of folution was given (asI have feen) it is 
requefted that it may have a place. 





A REBUS, éy Philomy/ticus. 


Trojan of whom great wonders are told ; 
A A place moft highly efteem’d for its gold ; 
A title of fortane you next muf explain ; 

And laftly a tyrant by Hercules flain : 
The initials connected behold from afar 
A trae Britifh hero much honoored laf war. 





a 
4 CHARADE, 4y W. Harris, of Dartington. 


E artlefs youths, a ftore define; 
A well known bird next bring to mind ; 
And when the two are join’d with art, 
Another bird they will impart, 





An ENIGMA, dy M. Bacon, of Bridgwater. 


OME now, ingenious wits, and bards of fame, 
Tis you I invocate to tell my name ; 
I am a being that you all muft know, 
Befriend but few, to mot [ ama fve; 
Of one good property I’m not poffefs’d, 
Tho’ in the beggar’s breaft I’m oft carefs’d ; 
O’er man fome years I’ve held a dwelling place, 
Tho’ not to fome men’s credit bat difgrace ; 
I backbite fome, yea thofe I dearly love, 
With thofe I hate I quite contrary prove ; 
Yea children too do oftimes on me call, 
And moft do laugh to fee my greatelt fall ; 
One of the {mallett plagues ’tis true [ am, 
That e’er affitted the Egyptian land ; 
“By amachine [’m dragged from my home, 
‘Then in the fire receive my final decom. 
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For the Weekty ENTERTAINER. 





THOUGHTS ON MIDNIGHT. 


> IS now the dead of night, unfocial hour 
Quite the reverfe of fweet meridian day ; 


The winking ftars withdraw their feeble power, 
And folitary darknefs marks the way. 


All nature now difplays a folemn gloom, 
The bufy world in filent flumbers laid ; 

The fcreeching owl from yonder hallow’d tomb 
Adds terrors to the manfions of the dead. 


Now onward wandering thro’ the gloomy fcene, 
Unheard amidft the cool and lonefome calm ; 
No joyous train o’erfpreads the rural green, 
Or interrupts {weet meditation’s baim. 


The fickly moon, and all her chearing beams, 
Are flowly funk beneath yon weftern hill ; 
No longer feen the filver, lowing ftream, 
Or pleafing fall of nature’s artlefs rill, 


The clock’s loud echo from yon facred tow’r 
Thro’ all the fhadow’d valley doth rebound ; 

Sad dreary darknefs hails the midnight hour, 
And nature’s hafh’d in filence mot profound. 


Now fleeps in peace, beneath yon cottage thed, 
The humble ruftic and the rural dame ; 
Sweet balmy flumbers clofe their drowfy lid, 


And blefs’d conteatment marks their iowly fame. 
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There, free from {welling thoughts, each village fwain 
By pleafing dreams and flattering fancy bleit; 

Nor views of honour, or the hopes of gain, 
Difturb his mind, or break his wonted reift. 


Tho’ hard his pillow, mean his ruftic fare, 
Yet he in honeft induftry excels ; 

A heart at eafe, a mind unknown to care, 
Nor great ambition in his bofom fwells. 


The bleating flocks in murmuring filence fit, 
All adds a ftillnefs to the tranquil fcene ; 
And lambkins now in drowfinefs forget 
Their wonted gambols o’er the flow’ry green. 


Now ceafe the cooings of the harmlefs dove ; 
The airy chorifters are vainly fought, 

That lately perch’d themfelves in yonder grove, 
And fung the fong that fimple nature taught. 


Then echo’d harmony from every fpray, 

And pleafing freedom crown’d their mounted feat ; 
There would they chaunt their complicated lay, 

And ftill the notes of liberty repeat. 


Now they are lodg’d beneath fome willow’s bough, 
Or feated midft the rude-grown evergeen ; 

Or thelt’ring covert of an humble mow, 
And by the midnight wanderer unfeeo, 


Now like the timid victim of the field, 
That ne’er till night doth from its covert creep ; 
The daring thief, by powerful darknefs veil’d, 
Doth plunder thofe who innocently fleep. 


What makes him ftart at every object near, 
And halt at each imaginary found ? 
A human form would flop his foul career, 
And fink him down beneath the lowly ground. 


He dreads to meet a creature like him(felf, 
And fomething forms from every aged tree ; 
For confcience tells the moft regardleds elf, 
That a deteétion would moit dreadful be. 
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Unhappy wretch ! Why not abandon this 
Inhuman courfe, and moft unnatural caufe ? 
Parfue the path to trae, eternal blifs, 
And be obedient unto virtue’s laws. 


*Tis now the ghaftly fpeétre ftalks around, 

And fpreads terrific fear throughoat the land ;’ 
In yonder churchyard’s confecrated ground, 

“© O’er fome new grave it takes it horrid fland.” 


But furely thefe are phantoms of the brain, 
Some fear-wrought mind by timid fancy led, 
Who by imagination forms a train 
Of midnight goblins rifen from the dead. 


For whether flown by death’s tremendous blow 
To happier realms, above our mortal fphcre, 

Or downwards gone in dark, eternal woe, 
Surely they can’t difturb the living here. 


C. C. near Taunton 
February 2, 1790. 








4 SONNET, addrefid to ENVY. 


H envy, fay, why with thy barbed thaft 
Doft thou e’er dare the humble mind to teaze ? 
Why doft thou fammons all thy band of wrath, 
And can’ft not thy cwn curfed felt e’er pleafe ? 


Ts it becaufe thou haft no peace thyfelf, 

Thou can’ft not bear the contraft to be feen ? 
Or would it make thee happy if more pelf 

Thou had’ft in ftore, and all around thee mean.} 


No ! foolith elf, no peace on earth thou’lt find, 
For thy own ponifhment thou ftill wilt be; 
Quite loft to pleafure is the guilty mind, 
And fo will ever all that harbour thee. 


Go fearch the earth, and where content is found, 
Envy is banifh’d from the facred ground. 


PHOCION, 
Lambert's Caftle Hill, Feb. 26,1790. 





